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Coming soon – IRIS’s public awareness posters Inside IRIS Georgia is a 
monthly newsletter 
published by IRIS 
Georgia, a USAID 
contractor implementing 
the Rule of Law Program 
in Georgia. 

For more information 
about IRIS Georgia 
activities, please contact 
us at: 

7 Zubalashvili St., apt 4 
Tbilisi 38008, Georgia 
Tel/Fax: (995 32) 990101 
E-mail: office@iris.ge  
Web: www.iris.ge  
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e popular 
ers from the 
campaign is a part of IRIS 
Georgia’s public 
awareness effort that aims 
to communicate to the 
citizens of Georgia their 
rights under reformed 
laws, how to exercise 
those rights and how to 
respond when established 
rights are violated by the 
government. 
 
The billboards and posters
will be based on the public 
service announcements 
that have been regularly 
aired on a number of 
Chveni Ezo (Our Yard) 
cartoon series of the TV 
channel Rustavi 2. 
 
UNAG produced three 
posters on the following 
topics: (1) the right to 
request public information, 
(2) the requirement for 
public agencies to submit 
annual public information 
reports to the President 
and the Parliament, and 
(3) openness of public 
agency meetings. Each 
poster is printed in 300 
copies and distributed to 
public agencies, 
international and local 
NGOs and the media in 
target cities and villages,  
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entral and regional TV 
hannels. Breaking the 
outine of pre-election 
ampaigns, the billboards 
nd posters will deliver 
lear and powerful 
essages to the audience
bout a variety of issues, 

ncluding the right to 
ilence, pre-detention 
orture, freedom of religion
nd ethnic minorities. 
here will be seven types 
f billboards/posters 
laced in 93 locations in 
bilisi, with 28 in Kutaisi 
nd 13 in Poti. 
Cartoon characters speak out for FOI 
 

ncluding Tbilisi. 

or more information 
bout the project, please
ontact UNAG at:  

 Dolidze St., Tbilisi  
el: 33 25 16, 33 52 16 
-mail: una@una.ge  
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Presentation of Liberty
Institute’s publications

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U nder IRIS Georgia’s 
Rule of Law Project, 
Liberty Institute is 
implementing activities 
directed at raising public 
awareness about civil 
rights and liberties, as well
as fact-finding activities 
revealing human rights 
violations throughout the 
country.  
 
Liberty institute is active 
both in the capital and the 
regions. Its regional 
network covers 
Akhaltsikhe, Gori, Kutaisi, 
Telavi, and it recently 
opened offices in Poti and 
Rustavi. Dozens of victims
of human rights violations 
approach Liberty 
Institute’s offices in 
Protection of Pers
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regions seeking qualified 
assistance each month. 
The office in Akhaltsikhe 
prepared the first class 
action suit in 2002. 
Whenever necessary, 
victims of violations are 
transferred to partner 
organizations – the 
Georgian Young Lawyers 
Association and Article 42
– for further legal 
assistance. Regional staff 
work closely with the local
community through 
newsletter delivery, visits 
to various interest groups 
and invitations to 
roundtable discussions. 
 
Liberty Institute’s public 
awareness campaign 
organizes regular Press 
onal Data 
lub sessions in Tbilisi. 
ress Club sessions are a 
ood venue for journalists 
nd NGO representatives 

o discuss with public 
fficials such controversial

ssues as rights of 
onscripts, freedom of 
peech and religion, and 
olice brutality. 

n addition to specific 
ublications, Liberty 
nstitute produces a 
onthly newsletter, which 

s receiving increasing 
ublic acclaim due to its 
esponsiveness to highly 
roblematic issues in 
ociety. Liberty Institute’s 
ublications were 
resented in an annual 
ook fair June 11-15, 2003.
Featuring IRIS grantee 
Liberty Institute
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Adoption of the General 
Administrative Code of 
Georgia, and specifically 
the Freedom of 
Information chapter, gave 
birth to a new legal 
concept in Georgia. This 
concept is the legal 
definition of personal data 
and the mechanisms of its 
protection.  
 
The General 
Administrative Code 
provides for the protection 
of one of the major civil 
rights – the right to 
privacy, guaranteed by the
Constitution of Georgia. 
The Code laid down 
eneral rules for the 
rotection of personal 
ata, and accompanying 

egislation is the next step. 
RIS Georgia has been 
orking closely with the 
eorgian State 
epartment of Statistics, 
hich has prepared a 
raft Law on Personal 
ata, and a formed a 

espective working group.  
n its initial work, IRIS 
eorgia compared 

nternational experience in 
egal drafting, 
mplementation of the 
dopted laws in this field, 
nd recent trends in 
ersonal data protection 
ith the draft law 
ubmitted by the 
epartment of Statistics 
nd Georgian legislation 

n regard to personal data. 
he research, including 
ome recommendations, 
as been submitted to the 
epartment of Statistics 
nd the working group. 

n the second stage of 
ooperation, IRIS Georgia 
repared an alternative 
ersion of the draft Law on
ersonal Data Protection, 
hich is currently being 

inalized and will also be 
ubmitted for review to the 
epartment of Statistics 
nd the working group.  
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 oting tolerance through TV documentaries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 is home to 
 ethnicities and 
s. Throughout its 
 Georgia has 
ed different 
 and their religions 
 word: tolerance. 
ring the communist 
h was an integral 
eorgian life. 
x Christianity, a 

 Georgian culture, 
de people who 
 all religions feel 
d free here. 

y, though, 
ing has changed, 
d enough to add 
ix "in" to 
ce": one small 
ut a giant leap in 
r.  

G
h
r
i
r
i
e
n
O
n
d
a
l

T
e
p
d
o
p
g
r
a

a
g
d
t
t
i  
d
r
A
w
O
C
m
a
D
p

T
b
M
E
a
G

 

 

eorgia has historically 
ad minor clashes on 
eligious grounds, but only 
n modern times has 
eligious violence reached 
ts peak. Religious 
xtremist groups act in the 
ame of Georgian 
rthodoxy and beat up 
on-Orthodox believers, 
estroying their property 
nd burning their religious 

iterature. 

o address these recent 
vents, Internews Georgia 
roduced a 30-minute 
ocumentary, "Verge," one
f 10 documentaries 
roduced under its IRIS 
rant. The film portrays 
eligious intolerance, 
spects of discrimination, 
of Labor, Health and 
Social Security, the 
Common State Fund for 
Social Insurance of 
Georgia, and Tbilisi State 
University discussed a 
variety of issues relating 
to Administrative Law, 
such as public information 
and the procedure for its 
release, the definition of 
an administrative act, 
administrative 
proceedings with regard to
administrative claims, and 
public registry. 

The discussion topics 
were selected based on  
nd attacks on religious 
roups and citizens with 
ifferent faiths. The film 
ries to answer how 
olerance grew into 
ntolerance, and shows the
angers of a lack of 
espect for others' beliefs. 
lso included are interviews
ith representatives of the 
rthodox, Muslim, Jewish, 
atholic, Protestant and 
any other faiths as well 
s with the Public 
efender and several 
oliticians. 

he TV channel Rustavi 2 
roadcast the film in 
arch. Copies with 
nglish subtitles are 
vailable at the IRIS 
eorgia office. 
 

 the interests of 
participants and the 
problems that they face in 
their daily work. 

 

 

 

 
 

n May 21, 2003 IRIS 
eorgia held a workshop 
n Administrative Law for 
ublic officials. During the 
orkshop, 18 

epresentatives from the 
inistry of Justice (and its
epartment for the 
nforcement of 
udgments), the Ministry  

 

 
 
 

Other news 
Administrative Law workshop for public officials



Inside IRIS Georgia Page 4 of 1 Page 4 of 4

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Diana Rutherford
 
 
 
 
  

Date 
 
June 1 
 
June 4 
 
June 6 
 
June 7 
 
June 8 
 
June 9 
 
June 11
 

June 14
 
June 18
 
June 19
 
June 20
 

June 21
 
June 22
 
June 24
 
June 26
 
June 27
 
June 28
 
June 30
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editorial Policy 

 

Use of the material in  

this newsletter is 

encouraged but with 

permission of the 

publisher. 

 

For more information 

please contact 

office@iris.ge  
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Events 

JTC’s workshop in Bakuriani for Appellate and Supreme Court judges regarding court 
practice with respect to Administrative Law 
GYLA’s workshop on children’s rights in Kutaisi 

GYLA’s meeting with population and NGO reps at Kutaisi NGO House 
GYLA’s workshop for FOIA Officers of Imereti Region 
JTC’s training of judges in Administrative Law 
GYLA’s workshop for FOIA Officers of Imereti Region 
JTC’s training of judges in Administrative Law 
GYLA’s workshop for FOIA Officers of Imereti Region 
GYLA’s meeting with Oni Sakrebulo reps on the Administrative Code 
GYLA’s meeting with school teachers of Oni about women’s rights 

 Liberty Institute’s round table in Kutaisi 
GYLA’s meeting with Sakrebulo reps in Kaspi 
GYLA’s meeting with Sakrebulo reps in Ozurgeti 

 GYLA’s round table on Criminal Procedures in Tbilisi 

 UNAG’s evaluation and seminar in Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki 

 UNAG’s evaluation and seminar in Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki 

 UNAG’s evaluation and seminar in Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki 
GYLA’s meeting with Sakrebulo reps in Khashuri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana works primarily in 
College Park, and is 
responsible for managing 
the financial and logistical 
operations of the project 
from the U.S. side, as well
as the annual survey 
report. Diana coordinates 
arrangements with our 
foreign consultants and 
GYLA’s meeting wit
IRIS Georgia’s cons
JTC’s training of jud
GYLA’s meeting wit
JTC’s training of jud
GYLA’s meeting wit

Liberty Institute’s Pr

GYLA’s round table
GYLA’s meeting wit
GYLA’s round table
GYLA’s workshop o
Internews’ 5th docu
Rustavi 2 TV chann
operations of our 
contracts with our U.S. 
partners. She has a dual 
bachelor degree in 
Communication and 
International Affairs from 
the University of New 
Hampshire, and a Master 
of International Relations 
from American University. 
h Sakrebulo reps in Kaspi 
titutional workshop on MP immunity 
ges in Administrative Law 
h NGOs in Telavi 
ges in Administrative Law 
h NGOs in Telavi 

ess Club Session in Tbilisi 

 for judges and lawyers about the Adm
h Sakrebulo reps in Khashuri 
 on women’s rights in Tbilisi 
n the civil society and NGOs in antico
mentary on the right to live in healthy e
el 
he has been at the IRIS 
enter since 1998. 

 month ago Diana had a 
aby girl, Christina Rose 
utherford. IRIS Georgia 
ould like to wish her 
ood health and 
appiness with her family.
IRIS Georgia calendar of events – June 200
Introducing IRIS Georgia staff 
Diana Rutherford 
inistrative Code in Rustavi 

rruption activities in Kutaisi 
nvironment aired on 

mailto:office@iris.ge

